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From 1 April 2016 ships calling at key ports in 

the Yangtze River Delta must use fuel with a 

sulphur content not exceeding 0.50 per cent 

whilst berthed. 

“China introduces 0.50 per cent sulphur cap in 

major port regions” of 14 December 2015, we 

have received an update from China's Ministry 

of Transport (MOT) stating that the new 

regulation will be implemented in the Yangtze 

River Delta emission control area (ECA) from 

1 April 2016. From this date, vessels must use 

fuel with a sulphur content not exceeding 0.50 

per cent whilst berthed at the key ports within 

the Yangtze River Delta ECA: Shanghai, 

Ningbo-Zhoushan, Suzhou, and Nantong. 

Vessels must switch to compliant fuel within 

one hour of arriving at their berth and burn 

compliant fuel until not more than one hour 

prior to departure. 

Referring to MOT’s notice of 20 January 2016 

(Chinese only), it is also understood that 

vessels are encouraged to exceed the 

mandatory requirements in the regulation by 

switching to 0.50 per cent sulphur fuel prior to 

entering the Yangtze River Delta ECA waters. 

Vessels are also encouraged to use fuel with a 

sulphur content not exceeding 0.10 per cent 

whilst berthed. 

As local cities and relevant authorities 

continue to evaluate the implementation of the 

new regulation and the control measures to be 

taken, Members and clients calling at relevant 

Chinese ports are recommended to continue to 

clarify any port requirements with the agent or 

port authorities well before arrival. 

http://www.gard.no/web/updates/content/20904877/gard-alert-china-introduces-050-per-cent-sulphur-cap-in-major-port-regions
http://www.gard.no/web/updates/content/20904877/gard-alert-china-introduces-050-per-cent-sulphur-cap-in-major-port-regions
http://www.mot.gov.cn/buzhangwangye/hejianzhong/zhongyaohuodonghejianghua/201601/t20160120_1978703.html
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